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He has endowed several of our regiments with a
very strong development of the vital principle.
Many of our battalions, which, according to this
great historian, had been entirely cut to pieces by
the charges of French cavalry, nevertheless come to
life again towards the end of M. Thiers's account
of the engagement, and join with the utmost
ardour in the last charge against the retreating
French.

All this is quite unworthy of a great writer and
statesman like M. TMers, who has had every means
of knowing the truth; and I, for one, cannot refrain
from entering my protest against the innumerable
errors, false assertions, and convenient suppressions
contained in the twentieth volume of his history.
The fame of Wellington, as one of the great captains
of the age, is world-wide, and, written as it is on
fifty fields of battle, needs no defence from me ; but,
when I hear the British soldier pooh-poohed and de-
cried byM. TMers, "who never set a squadron in the
field, nor the division of a battle knew," I am moved
to say a few words more on tMs stirring subject.

In spite of " Les Victoires et Conqu6tes de TArmde
Frangaise/' I maintain that the British infantry is
the finest in the world. I never saw anything to
equal our old Peninsular regiments, not only for stub-
born endurance, but for dash, pluck, intelligence,
and skill in manoeuvring. Nothing could beat
them; and if we had had the army of veterans
with wMch we crossed the Bidassoa, on the field
of Waterloo, we should have attacked the French
instead of waiting their onset. But we had only
12,000 of our old Peninsular infantry, the rest were
raw troops; and though many did their best, theyrespect. of France are safe in his hands.
